ABSTRACT Two vinyl chloride monomer (VCM) workers, who developed non-cirrhotic portal fibrosis and portal hypertension, died from angiosarcoma of the liver five and ten years later respectively, despite withdrawal from occupational exposure. We suggest that non-cirrhotic portal fibrosis caused by exposure to VCM is potentially premalignant and that those workers who already have the condition should be carefully monitored. 
Although fibrosis was found in tumour-free portions of the liver tissue from VCM workers dying of angiosarcoma,3 transition of hepatic fibrosis to angiosarcoma, although postulated,3 has not been observed.
The two patients described here were originally included in a series of seven VCM workers with portal hypertension.2 They were followed for five and 10 years respectively from the time of diagnosis of portal hypertension to death from angiosarcoma. During this period they were not further exposed to VCM. Their case histories indicate that hepatic fibrosis in a VCM worker may be a precursor of future malignant change and life-long follow-up is necessary. We know of only one other similar patient who died seven years after a portacaval shunt from an angiosarcoma. 
